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Established in 1987, the Udall Center for Studies in Public 
Policy sponsors policy-relevant, interdisciplinary research 
and forums that link scholarship and education with decision-
making. The Center specializes in issues concerning: (1) 
environmental policy, primarily in the Southwest and U.S.-
Mexico border region; (2) immigration policy of the United 
States; and (3) indigenous nations policy, with a focus on 
indigenous self-governance and economic development in 
the United States, Canada, and elsewhere.

EnvironmentAL POLICY
The Udall Center undertakes research and outreach on pol-
icy related to transboundary water management, global 
water initiatives, the role of public participation related 
to environmental institutions, and issues of significance to 
the Southwest and U.S.-Mexico border region. Research-
ers at the Center also collaborate on projects focused on 
the policy dimensions of climatic variability and change, 
including the role of climate information in decisionmak-
ing related to land use and water resources. Members of 
the Center’s staff have facilitated multistakeholder policy 
dialogues on contentious environmental issues.

IMMIGRATION POLICY
The Center’s immigration initiative aims to illuminate the 
complexities of immigration in a global economy. By work-
ing at the intersection of academic research and public 
policy, the Center’s goals are (1) to promote reasoned 
dialogue on immigration that avoids simplistic formula-
tions and examines immigration to the United States in the 
context of current law and global political and economic 
realities and (2) to foster a deeper understanding of the 
tradeoffs involved in formulating sound and enforceable 
immigration policy.

Indigenous Nations Policy
Through its Native Nations Institute for Leadership, Manage-
ment, and Policy (NNI), the Center focuses on policy analysis 
and research, executive education, and outreach related 
to tribal self-governance, economic development, natural 
resources and environmental issues, health, and aspects 
of relevant federal policy. The Center initiates research 
projects of its own and responds to requests or commis-
sions from indigenous nations and other organizations.  
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