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Immigrants in Arizona

Basic Demographics
Regions of origin
Age
Educational attainment

Employment Profile
Where immigrants work
Which industries rely heavily on immigrant labor

Evidence of Fiscal Impacts
Per capita income
ELL enrollment
Access to health insurance



Data Definition:

Total Population Native Born 
+

Foreign Born

Naturalized + Non-
Citizens Citizens

Note: The U.S. Census does not ascertain whether non-citizens are in the country legally.  Thus the 
non-citizen category includes both legal and unauthorized immigrants who reside in, but are not citizens 
of, the United States. 



Arizona’s Immigrant Population Has Grown Significantly 

1990 to 2000 Change: Native Born: 32%
Foreign Born =  143%
Total Population = 40%

5,959,000

5,130,632

3,665,339

0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

5,000,000

6,000,000

7,000,000

1990 2000 2005

Foreign Born
Native Born

Source: U.S. Census, 2000



Where Arizona’s Foreign Born Live 
Most foreign born live in Phoenix metropolitan area

Source: U.S. Census, 2000
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Most Foreign Born Are From Mexico

Source: U.S. Census, 2000

(Region Of Origin of 2000 Foreign-Born Population)
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Foreign Born Drive Growth in Working Age Population
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Note:  Of the 1,365,000 Native Born children 18 and under, 263,000 have at least one Foreign Born parent.



Immigrants and Arizona’s Economy

The size of the economic ‘pie’
What and how much is produced

How that ‘pie’ gets sliced 
Changes in wages, profits, and taxes

Two kinds of impacts

Key Question: 
Are immigrant workers substitutes or complements
of native-born workers?



Native and Foreign-Born Differ in Educational Attainment
(Educational Attainment for Adults 25+ as of the 2000 Census)

High School Completion Rates: 85% of native-born Arizonans 
63% of Arizona’s naturalized citizens 
41% of Arizona’s non-citizens 

Source:  2000 U.S. Census
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Where Arizonans Work by Industry Group

Source:  2000 U.S. Census

Immigrants are 14.8% of Arizona’s workforce
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Where Arizona’s Foreign Born Work by Industry
Percent of each industry’s workers that are immigrants: 

Source:  U.S. Census, 2000            
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Where Arizona’s Foreign Born Work by Industry
Ranked by industry share of state gross domestic product 

Source:  U.S. Census, 2000              
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Fiscal Consequences of Immigration

2 Kinds and 2 Levels of Impacts:

Direct
Taxes paid by immigrants
Services used by immigrants

Indirect
Tax consequences of bigger economic ‘pie’
Taxes consequences of wage impacts 

Higher wages of complementary workers
Lower wages of substitute workers

State and Federal



Per Capita Income Drives Taxes 
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2005-2006 Estimated ELL Enrollment by County

Source:  Arizona Department of Education
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How The ‘Pie’ Gets Sliced 
5 Key Constituencies and How They Are Affected

1. Consumers …unambiguously benefit

2. Substitute workers …unambiguously lose

3. Complementary workers …unambiguously benefit

4. Immigrants …unambiguously benefit

5. Taxpayers … mixed impacts
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These data are preliminary results of Immigrants in Arizona 
A research project of The University of Arizona’s Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy  
Funded by the Thomas R. Brown Foundations of Tucson, Arizona 1 

 
Table 1: 
(Source:  1990 & 2000 U.S. Census) 

 Total Population  
Numbers and Percent Change 

 1990 2000 2005 
1990-2000 
% Change 

Native Born 3,396,610 4,478,413  31.8% 

Foreign Born 268,729 652,220  142.7% 

    Naturalized Citizens 105,408 194,878  84.9% 

    Non Citizens 163,321 457,342  180.0% 

Total 3,665,339 5,130,632 5,939,292 40.0% 
 
 
Table 2: 
(Source:  2000 U.S. Census) 

 Population Numbers by Metropolitan Region 

 
Non-
metro Flagstaff Phoenix Tucson Yuma  Total 

Native Born 86,316 5,966 423,736 91,927 44,274 652,220

Foreign Born 1,051,537 124,960 2,479,593 701,631 120,692 4,478,413

  Naturalized Citizens 34,277 2,114 109,589 38,011 10,886 194,878

  Non-Citizens 52,038 3,853 314,147 53,915 33,388 457,342

Total 1,137,853 130,926 2,903,329 793,557 164,966 5,130,632
 
 
Table 3: 
(Source:  2000 U.S. Census) 

 Foreign Born Regions of Origin 

 
Naturalized 
Citizens 

Non-
Citizens 

Total Foreign 
Born 

Mexico 93,310 349,136 442,446 

Asia 35,206 36,312 71,518 

Europe 40,935 29,892 70,827 

Central & S. America 11,992 20,942 32,934 

Canada 9,641 14,244 23,886 

Africa 2,845 5,235 8,080 

Oceania & Other 948 1,581 2,529 

Total 194,878 457,342 652,220 
 
 



These data are preliminary results of Immigrants in Arizona 
A research project of The University of Arizona’s Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy  
Funded by the Thomas R. Brown Foundations of Tucson, Arizona 2 

 
Table 4: 
(Source:  1990 & 2000 U.S. Census) 

 
Population Numbers by 5-Year Age Increments 

Native Born and Foreign Born 
 1990 2000 Change in Numbers 

Age Group 
Native 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Native 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Native 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

0-4 297,206 4,555 374,681 13,178 77,475 8,622
5-9 283,029 8,089 375,392 25,348 92,364 17,258
10-14 258,985 11,542 355,794 30,840 96,809 19,298
15-19 244,522 17,323 320,628 46,882 76,105 29,559
20-24 228,793 25,331 270,387 66,540 41,594 41,209
25-29 269,751 28,803 274,852 77,505 5,101 48,701
30-34 277,534 29,498 278,467 73,889 934 44,391
35-39 256,248 26,699 314,602 69,503 58,354 42,804
40-44 224,053 21,694 314,878 59,210 90,825 37,516
45-49 177,968 18,324 285,817 45,321 107,849 26,997
50-54 146,080 14,729 268,253 36,312 122,173 21,584
55-59 137,419 12,972 219,534 27,738 82,115 14,766
60-64 146,325 12,441 190,156 22,957 43,831 10,516
65-69 151,657 11,337 174,114 18,393 22,457 7,056
70-74 125,897 7,211 167,555 15,035 41,657 7,824
75-79 87,656 6,966 134,285 10,846 46,628 3,880
80-84 51,764 5,924 90,643 6,342 38,878 418
85 + 31,725 5,291 68,377 6,381 36,653 1,091
Total 3,396,610 268,729 4,478,413 652,220 1,081,803 383,491
 
Note:  Of the 1,365,000 native-born children 18 and under, 263,000 have at least one foreign-
born parent. 

 
 
Table 5: 
(Source:  2000 U.S. Census) 

 Educational Attainment 
 Native Born Naturalized Citizen Non Citizen 
 Number % Number % Number % 

Less Than HS Graduate 412,772 14.8%
 

64,386 36.8% 173,007 58.8%

HS Graduate 715,678 25.7% 36,036 20.6% 49,391 16.8%

Some College 981,086 35.3% 41,350 23.6% 36,688 12.5%

College Graduate 436,835 15.7% 19,263 11.0% 19,539 6.6%

Advanced Degree 235,161 8.5% 13,968 8.0% 15,805 5.4%
Totals 2,781,531 100.0% 175,003 100.0%  294,430 100.0%
 
 



These data are preliminary results of Immigrants in Arizona 
A research project of The University of Arizona’s Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy  
Funded by the Thomas R. Brown Foundations of Tucson, Arizona 3 

Table 6: 
(Source: 2000 U.S. Census) 

 Employment by Industry Group 
 Native Born Foreign Born Total 

Health & Education Services 455,189 51,604 506,793 

Retail Trade 316,222 41,113 357,335 

Leisure & Hospitality 258,454 62,332 320,786 

Services to Businesses & Professions 237,374 46,922 284,295 

Manufacturing 224,295 57,175 281,470 

Construction 191,914 57,175 249,089 

Finance & Real Estate 187,429 17,010 204,440 

Government/Public Administration 151,295 10,510 161,805 

Other Services 110,952 25,664 136,616 

Transportation & Warehousing 98,446 11,380 109,826 

Wholesale Trade 74,620 14,837 89,457 

Communications 67,745 5,828 73,573 

Utilities 27,679 1,462 29,141 

Agriculture & Forestry 26,533 20,744 47,277 

Active Duty Military 21,693 1,047 22,740 

Mining 20,033 1,521 21,554 

Total Workforce 2,469,873 426,324 2,896,197 
  

NA Under 16/Not In Workforce 1,992,379 221,351 2,213,730 
  

Total Population 4,478,412 652,220 5,130,632 
 
 



These data are preliminary results of Immigrants in Arizona 
A research project of The University of Arizona’s Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy  
Funded by the Thomas R. Brown Foundations of Tucson, Arizona 4 

 Table 7: 
(Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, US Department of Commerce) 

Arizona Industry Sectors 
Ranked by Share of 2000 GDP Share of Real GDP 

Rank Industry Sector 2000 2004 

1997 to 2004 
Avg. Annual 

% Growth 
1 Financial Activities & Real Estate 20.4% 20.9% 4.5% 
2 Manufacturing 13.1% 13.2% 7.4% 
3 Government/Public Administration 12.0% 11.2% 2.0% 
4 Services to Businesses & Professionals 11.8% 10.8% 4.7% 
5 Retail Trade 8.1% 9.0% 6.5% 
6 Health & Education Services 6.2% 6.9% 5.6% 
7 Construction 6.0% 5.7% 3.8% 
8 Wholesale Trade 5.9% 6.2% 6.1% 
9 Leisure & Hospitality 4.4% 4.0% 3.0% 
10 Communications 3.5% 3.6% 8.8% 
11 Transportation & Warehousing 2.9% 3.2% 6.2% 
12 Other Services 2.0% 1.8% 1.0% 
13 Utilities 1.8% 1.6% 4.0% 
14 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing/Hunting 1.0% 1.0% 5.2% 
15 Mining 0.9% 0.8% 0.3% 

  
Arizona Total Real GDP Growth – 1997 to 2004 
  

4.9% 
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